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The Contributors 

JHOANNA LYNN B. CRUZ is a Palanca award-winning writer who 
teaches literature and creative writing at UP Mindanao. She completed a 
Master of Arts in Language and Literature and a Master of Fine Arts in 
Creative Writing, both with high distinction, at DLSU Manila. Her first 
book, Women Loving: Stories and a Play, was published in 2010 by DLSU 
and Anvil Publishing. Cruz is president of the Davao Writers Guild and 
Regional Coordinator for Eastern and Southern Mindanao in the National 
Committee on Literary Arts. She currently makes her home in Davao City 
with her partner, their two children, and three cats.

CARLOMAR ARCANGEL DAOANA is the author of four collections 
of poetry, with Loose Tongue: Poems 2001-2013, published by the UST 
Publishing House in 2014, as the most recent. His poems have been 
anthologized in the Vagabond Asia Pacific Poetry Series, published by 
Vagabond Press in Australia. He received First Place and Second Place 
honors in the Carlos Palanca Memorial Awards for Literature in the 
English Poetry category for his collections, “The Elegant Ghost” (2012) 
and “Crown Sonnet for Maria” (2013), respectively. A regular columnist 
for the Arts and Culture section of the Philippine Star, he teaches at the 
Fine Arts Department of the Ateneo de Manila University.

Si U Z. ELISERIO ay nagtuturo ng popular na kultura sa Departamento 
ng Filipino at Panitikan ng Pilipinas sa UP Diliman. Meron siyang MA sa 
Pilosopiya at PhD sa Malikhaing Pagsulat mula sa UP. Awtor siya ng Bay-
aning Lamanlupa, All Will Be Revealed, at iba pang libro. Natanghal na ang 
kanyang mga dula sa Cultural Center of the Philippines bilang bahagi ng 
Virgin Labfest. Bisitahin siya sa www.ueliserio.net.
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RALPH SEMINO GALÁN, poet, literary and cultural critic, translator 
and editor, is the Assistant Director of the UST CCWLS. He is an 
Associate Professor of Literature, the Humanities, and Creative Writing 
in the UST Faculty of Arts and Letters. He has a BA in English (Major in 
Literature), magna cum laude  from the Mindanao State University-Iligan 
Institute of Technology and an MA in English Studies (Major in Creative 
Writing) from UP Diliman. He is currently pursuing a PhD in Literature 
in the UST Graduate School. His poems in English and Filipino have won 
prizes in the Philippine Panorama (1993) and Home Life Magazine (1998) 
poetry contests. He has been published in numerous national and 
international anthologies and literary journals. His first book, The Southern 
Cross and Other Poems, was published by the NCCA in 2005 as part of its 
UBOD New Authors Series. His most recent books, Discernments: Literary 
Essays, Cultural Critiques and Book Reviews (2013) and From the Major 
Arcana (2014), were published by the UST Publishing House.

JAN RAEN CARLO M. LEDESMA is an instructor of literature in the 
UST Faculty of Arts and Letters. He is currently working as the Editorial 
Assistant in the UST Office of the Scholar-in-Residence. He also worked 
as a writer in the UST Office of Public Affairs, contributing articles to 
Academia. His research interests include postcolonialism, gender studies, 
queer diaspora (intersections of postcolonial and queer theories and 
studies), and green studies/ecocriticism. He earned his BA in Literature, 
magna cum laude from UST and is currently finishing his MA in Literature 
at the UST Graduate School.    
 
TITO R. QUILING, JR. received his bachelor’s degree in Literature 
with an Outstanding Thesis award from UST in 2011, and has an MA in 
Media Studies, major in Film, from the College of Mass Communication, 
UP Diliman, where he was awarded Best Thesis for Graduate Studies in 
2015. As an undergraduate, he was a three-time delegate to the annual De-
Centralized Asian Transnational Challenges [d’CATCH] documentary-
exchange program in Bangkok (2009), Chiba (2010), and Manila (2011). 
He has presented papers in national and international conferences, and 
has been a fellow in the 2nd Thomasian Writers’ Workshop, the 5th UST  
J. Elizalde Navarro National Workshop on the Arts Criticism in 2013, and 
Kritika 2015, among others. 
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SOLEDAD S. REYES has written/edited over twenty books on various 
aspects of Philippine literary studies—the novel, the short story, poetry, 
theory and criticism, women’s writing, and popular icons and artifacts. She 
has also translated Tagalog novels and short stories by Antonio Sempio, 
Macario Pineda, and Rosario de Guzman Lingat. She received the A.L. 
Becker Southeast Asian Literature in Translation Prize in 2016.  She is Pro-
fessor Emeritus at the Ateneo de Manila University.

E. SAN JUAN, JR., currently professorial lecturer at Polytechnic Universi-
ty of the Philippines, is Emeritus Professor of English, Comparative Litera-
ture and Ethnic Studies, from several US universities. He was previously a 
fellow of the W.E.B. Du Bois Institute, Harvard University, and Fulbright 
Professor of American Studies, Leuven University, Belgium. His recent 
books are: Learning from the Filipino Diaspora (UST Publishing House), 
Filipinos Everywhere (DLSU Press), US Imperialism and Revolution in the 
Philippines (Palgrave) and Between Empire and Insurgency (UP Press).

OSCAR TANTOCO SERQUIÑA, JR., teaches at the Department of 
Speech Communication and Theater Arts at UP Diliman. He holds an 
MA in Comparative Literature from the same university. His critical essays 
have been published in Humanities Diliman, Philippine Humanities Review, 
Kasarinlan: Philippine Journal of Third World Studies, and Kritika Kultura.
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The Editors

JOYCE ARRIOLA, CCWLS Resident Fellow, is a scholar and critic. 
She is the author of Postmodern Filming of Literature: Sources, Contexts 
and Adaptations (UST Publishing House, 2006), which won the 2007 
National Book Award for Film/Film Criticism; and of numerous papers 
read in national and international conferences, and published in reputable 
national and international journals, including the ISI-Indexed Southeast 
Asia Research of the University of London School of Oriental and African 
Studies. She is a Full Professor of the UST Graduate School, and the 
Faculty of Arts and Letters, and   has won several awards, including the 
Outstanding Alumni Award of the UST Graduate School. She is the 
Director of the UST Research Center for Culture, Arts and the Humanities 
(RCCAH).

MA. AILIL B. ALVAREZ, CCWLS Resident Fellow, is a literary critic. 
She is the author of Slivers of the Sky: Catholic Literary Readings and 
Other Essays (UST Publishing House, 2016), which is a finalist at the 
2017 National Book Awards for Literary Criticism/Literary History in 
English. Her critical essays and poems have been published in literary 
journals such as TOMÁS and Dapitan. She was a writing fellow of the 
UST CCWLS Summer Writing Workshop, and the UST Varsitarian J. 
Elizalde Navarro National Workshop for Arts Criticism. She is Assistant 
Professor of literature and the humanities in the UST Faculty of Arts and 
Letters, and the Director of the UST Publishing House.


