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The Contributors

TILDE (Arbeen Regalado Acuña) is an Araling Pilipino graduate stu-
dent at the College of Arts and Letters of UP Diliman. He graduated cum 
laude with a B.A. Communication Arts (Major in Writing) from UP Los 
Baños, where he also served as the editor-in-chief of UPLB Perspective. He 
was a fellow to the 10th IYAS Creative Writing Workshop. Some of his vi-
sual and literary works have been published in Kritika Kultura, The Global 
Journal of Monsters and the Monstrous, IYAS: An Anthology (2001-2010), 
Querida: An Anthology, Philippines Free Press, Bulatlat, UP Forum, Sunday 
Times Magazine, Under the Storm, The Hundreds Project, and The Literary 
Apprentice.

AUGUSTO ANTONIO AGUILA received his Ph.D. in Literature from 
the UST Graduate School. He is currently the Executive Assistant of the 
Rector of UST, and a Resident Fellow of the UST Center for Creative Writ-
ing and Literary Studies (UST CCWLS). He teaches literature, English 
and film theory at the Faculty of Pharmacy, Faculty of Arts and Letters and 
the Graduate School. His areas of interest include fiction writing, popu-
lar culture, music, postmodernism, and post-colonialism. His first book, 
The Heart of Need and Other Stories was published by the UST Publishing 
House in 2013.

MERLIE M. ALUNAN, UP Visayas Professor Emeritus, and winner of 
numerous literary awards and writing fellowships, is based in Tacloban 
City. She is the author of Hearthstone, Sacred Tree (1993), Amina Among 
the Angels (1997), Tales of the Spiderwoman (2011), and Pagdakop sa Bu-
lalakaw (2013). 

ROMULO P. BAQUIRAN, JR. teaches literature and creative writing at 
the College of Arts and Letters of UP Diliman. He has published three po-
etry collections—Mga Tula ng Paglusong (1992), Onyx (2003), and Kung 
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Nanaisin (2012)—and a book of personal essays—Sagad sa Buto (2010). 
He was awarded the SEAWRITE Award in 2011 and is a Resident Fellow 
of the UP Institute of Creative Writing.

Playwright, fictionist, and essayist ROGELIO BRAGA finished B.A. 
Political Science in UST. His plays have been performed in various venues 
in the country such as the PETA Theatre Center, the Cultural Center of 
the Philippines, UP Los Baños, and UST. His first novel Colon will be 
published by Tapat Publication. His notable Virgin Labfest plays are So 
Sanggibo a Ranon na Piyatay o Satiman a Tadman (2009), Sa Pagdating 
ng Barbaro/Sa Kiyapakaoma o Mananangga (2007), and “Ang Bayot, Ang 
Meranao, at ang Habal-Habal sa Isang Nakababagot na Paghihintay sa Kanto 
ng Lanao del Norte” (2008) collectively called Ranaw Trilogy. Braga has 
won a Palanca for his fiction.
 
CECILIA MANGUERRA BRAINARD is the award-winning author of 
nine books, including the internationally-acclaimed novel, When the Rain-
bow Goddess Wept, Magdalena, Vigan and Other Stories, Acapulco at Sunset 
and Other Stories, Philippine Woman in America, Woman With Horns and 
Other Stories, and Cecilia’s Diary 1962-1968. She has also edited four books 
and co-authored a novel with four other women titled, Angelica’s Daugh-
ters, a Dugtungan Novel. Brainard has received numerous awards and fel-
lowships, both national and international.  

JOSELITO D. DELOS REYES teaches humanities, literature, and 
journalism in the UST Faculty of Engineering and the UST Faculty 
of Arts and Letters, and is a Resident Fellow of the UST CCWLS. He 
obtained an M.A. in Philippine Studies from DLSU, where he is currently 
enrolled for a Ph.D. in Philippine Studies. He has published a collection of 
poetry and has won several awards and citations from the National Book 
Development Board, the National Commission for Culture and the Arts, 
and the Maningning Miclat Awards for Poetry. He was a recipient of the 
Dr. Pio Valenzuela Memorial Awards for Journalism and Literature; and 
is the 2013 Makata ng Taon given by the Komisyon sa Wikang Filipino. 
His short stories, poems and travel essays have appeared in journals, 
anthologies, and magazines both here and abroad. 
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U Z. ELISERIO teaches popular culture at the Department of Filipino and 
Philippine Literature of UP Diliman. His fiction has been published in the 
Philippines Free Press, Philippines Graphic Weekly Magazine, Sunday Times 
Magazine, Philippine Speculative Fiction, Diliman Review, Philippine Humanities 
Review, and scareship.com. He is the author of Bayaning Lamanlupa and 
Takbo, Zombie, Takbo (forthcoming from Flipside Publishing). 

GELACIO GUILLERMO is a revolutionary poet, writer and critic. He is 
the author of Seventeen Selected Poems, Azucarera, Panitikan ng Pambansang 
Demokrasya: The Literature of National Democracy, and Kabanbanuagan: 
Mga Kwento ng Sonang Gerilya. Guillermo was a fellow to the Iowa Writers’ 
Workshop in 1969-1970. 

LEVINE ANDRO HERNANDEZ LAO is finishing his M.A. in Philoso-
phy at the UST Graduate School. An emerging writer, Lao has received 
fellowships from the UST CCWLS and the Virgin Labfest of the CCP. 
He was also the delegation leader of the Philippines to the ASEAN-Japan 
Youth Exchange Program, which was held in different regions in Japan 
from September to October. Lao has been contributing articles to the Arts 
and Books Section of the Philippine Daily Inquirer since 2009.

R. ZAMORA LINMARK is the author of Leche (Coffeehouse Press, 
2011), Prime Time Apparitions (Hanging Loose Press, 2005), The Evolu-
tion of a Sigh (Hanging Loose Press, 2008), and Rolling the R’s (Kaya Press, 
2007), which he adapted for the stage. His poems, stories, and essays have 
appeared in numerous journals and anthologies in the U.S. and the Philip-
pines. He has received grants and fellowships from the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, U.S.-Japan Friendship Commission, and twice from the 
Fulbright Foundation. He lives in Honolulu and Manila.

FERDINAND M. LOPEZ is Associate Professor in Literature at the UST 
Faculty of Arts and Letters and the UST Graduate School, and a Resident 
Fellow of the UST CCWLS. He holds a B.A. and M.A. in Literature from 
UST, and is finishing his Ph.D. in Literature at DLSU Manila. He was the 1992 
UP-J. Vargas Museum Centennial Fellow in Arts, Culture, and Society; the 
2001 British Council Fellow to the 16th Oxford Conference on the Teaching 
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of Literature at Corpus Christi College; the 2002 DLSU-NCCA Fellow in 
Literary Criticism at the IYAS National Arts Criticism Workshop; the 2011 
Japan Fellow to the Nagoya Summer Seminars at the Nanzan University in 
Japan; and a 2012 Fellow to the UST CCWLS Writers’ Workshop. Currently, 
Lopez is the President of the Council of Department Chairpersons in English 
and the Vice President of the College English Teachers Association.

JENNY ORTUOSTE holds a B.A. Communication (Major in Journal-
ism) from UP, an M.B.A. from AdMU, and is completing her dissertation 
on horseracing culture for her Ph.D. Communication degree at UP while 
working full-time in government service. She won first place in the Don 
Carlos Palanca Memorial Award Essay Category in 2011 and third place in 
the Nick Joaquin Literary Award in 2013. She writes a horseracing column, 
“The Hoarse Whisperer,” and an opinion column, “Pop Goes the World,” 
for Manila Standard-Today. Her romance novel Fire and Ice was published 
by Solar Publishing Corporation in 1993. 

JAYMEE T. SIAO has a B.A. in Literature, an M.A. in Philippine Studies, 
and is currently pursuing her Ph.D. in Philippine Studies, focusing on 
Medical Anthropology. Her research studies have been presented locally 
and internationally, and have been published in academic journals. She 
teaches at the Department of Literature at the UST Faculty of Arts and 
Letters, and is a Resident Fellow of UST CCWLS. Her research interests 
range from critical theory to traditional tattooing. She has a forthcoming 
book from the UST Publishing House.

JOHN JACK G. WIGLEY is the author of Falling into the Manhole: A 
Memoir (2012), and co-author of In Synch: Edith Tiempo Made Easy (2009) 
and Philippine Literatures: Texts, Themes, Approaches (2008). He is the 
Director of the UST Publishing House, a literature professor at the College 
of Rehabilitation Sciences and Faculty of Arts and Letters, and a Resident 
Fellow of the UST CCWLS. He holds B.A. English (Holy Angel University, 
1989), an M.A. Literature (UST, 2004) and a Ph.D. Literature cum laude 
(UST, 2012). His dissertation is the first creative nonfiction dissertation 
presented to the UST Graduate School. He was a panel member of the 
2013 Silliman Writers’ Workshop and a fellow to the 2013 UP National 
Writers’ Workshop and 2012 UST CCWLS Writers’ Workshop. 
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Issue Editor

RALPH SEMINO GALÁN, poet, literary and cultural critic, translator 
and editor, is currently the Senior Resident Fellow and de facto Deputy Di-
rector of the UST CCWLS. He is an Associate Professor of Literature, the 
Humanities and Creative Writing in the UST Faculty of Arts and Letters 
and the UST Graduate School. He has a B.A. in English (Major in Litera-
ture) magna cum laude from the Mindanao State University-Iligan Institute 
of Technology and an M.A. in English Studies (Major in Creative Writing) 
from UP Diliman. His poems in English and Filipino have won prizes in 
the Philippine Panorama (1993) and Home Life Magazine (1998) poetry 
contests. His first book titled The Southern Cross and Other Poems was pub-
lished by the National Commission for Cultural and the Arts in 2005 as 
part of its UBOD New Authors Series, and his second book, Discernments: 
Literary Essays, Cultural Critiques and Book Reviews, was published by the 
UST Publishing House in 2013. 

Managing Editor

CHUCKBERRY J. PASCUAL has an M.A. in Philippine Studies and is 
working on his Ph.D. dissertation in Malikhaing Pagsulat at UP Diliman. 
His short stories and critical essays have been published in various 
anthologies and journals, and his one-act plays have been staged in the 
Virgin Labfest. He is a Resident Fellow of the UST CCWLS.

General Editor

CRISTINA PANTOJA HIDALGO, Ph.D., is the director of the UST 
Center for Creative Writing & Literary Studies. She has published 
more than 30 books and won many literary awards. She has also served 
as Vice President for Public Affairs of the UP System, director of the 
UST Publishing House, the UP Press and the UP Institute of Creative 
Writing.


